Introduction
Polyaromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) are known to be animal carcinogens and/or bacterial mutagens. The few studies conducted on the effects of PAH on plant physiology describe them as hormone-like compounds. Carrot callus differentiation is obtained with the carcinogen benzo-(a)pyrene (BaP) (Levine, 1951 The direct application of a nutrient solution containing 10 ppb BaP to tobacco plantlets induces a 100% growth-promoting effect (Graf and Nowak, 1966) . Graf and Diehl (1966) (Krause, 1987) and their possible effect on higher plant physiology has to be questioned, since they can be transported to remote areas (Matzner, 1984 
